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One  of  the  well-known  beauties  among  the  movie  stars  declared  recently: 
"•The  right  care  is  what  preserves  youth  and  good  looks."    Nothing  very  new  in  that 
statement,   is  there?     We  women  have  been  hearing  it  for  years.    But  did  you  ever 
consider  how  well  it  applies  to  other  things  beside  movie  stars  and  feminine 
complexions .generally?     The  right  care  preserves  the  life  of  almost  all  our 
possessions  from  automobiles  and  houses  to  clothes  and  furniture.     Shall  we 
discard  the  easy  chair  when  it  begins  to  look  worn  and  shabby  and  buy  another? 
iJo,  indeed.     ITot  in  these  thrifty  days.     We'll  take  care  of  that  chair  so  that 
it  won't  become  worn  and  shabby,  perhaps  in  a  lifetime  or  longer. 

To  keep  any  niece  of  furniture  in  good  condition,  take  care  of  it  pronerly 
and  apply  first  aid  when  it's  needed.     The  right  care  means  keeping  it  clean,  for 
one  thing.     Dirt  often  contains  grit  that  may  mar  a  polished  surface  or  damage 
upholstery  fabric.     Spots  may  snoil  the  appearance  of  both  the.  wood  or  the 
fabric.     So  regular  cleaning  and  dusting  helps  preserve  the  r>iece.     As  for  the 
upholstery,  you  can  clean  that  by  brushing  with  a  stiff  whisk  broom  or  with  the 
vacuum  cleaner  attachment.     Frequent  cleaning  of  this  sort  is  also  a  protection 
against  moth  damage. 

Occasional  polishing  is  good  for  your  furniture.     lou  can  mix  your  own 
polish  if  you  like.    A  good  mixture  for  varnished  or  painted  furniture  is  made 
of  1  tablespoon  of  turpentine,  3  tablespoons  of  raw  linseed  oil,   and  1  quart  of 
hot  water.     Wring  a  soft  cloth  out  of  this  solution.     Then  polish  the  wood.  The 
turpentine  cleans  and  the  oil  gives  a  polish. 

Of  course,   I  don't  need  to  suggest  to  any  good  housekeeper  that  both  sun- 
c— ine  and  heat  are  hard  on  any  kind  of  furniture  except  the  rough  or  unfinished 
porch  furniture.    A  hot  dry  atmosphere  may  affect  the  finish  of  finely  polished 
pieces  and  sometimes  dry  out  the  wood  itself  badly  and  affect  the  joints. 

So  much  for  general  care.     Mow  about  first  aid  treatments.     Even  in  the 
best  regulated  families,  furniture  will  get  scratched  or  spotted  now  and  then. 
To  keep  it  looking  well,  you  need  to  know  what  to  do  in  such  emergencies.  Take 
those  white  spots  that  sometimes  appear  on  varnished  furniture,  for  example. 

ter  is  usually  the  cause  of  those  spots.     And  here's  the  treatment  for  them, 
"ring  a  soft  cloth  out  of  a  weak  solution  of  ammonia  and  warm  water.  '  Or  just  rub 
with  a  moist  cloth  on  which  you  have  put  a  few  drops  of  ammonia.    Then  polish  with 
a  soft  cloth.     The  spot  should  disappear.     Sometimes  you  can  remove  such  a  spot 
oy  rubbing  it  gently  with  a  damp  cloth  dipped  in  powdered  pumice  stone.  The 
sooner  you  go  after  a  water  spot,  the  better. 
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Now  about  scars  and  scratches  cn  weed.     Slight  scratches  are  easy 
tc  treat.     A  good  furniture  polish,  rubbed  well  into  the  scratch,  will 
darken  it  so  it  won't  be  noticeable.     Raw  linseed  oil  alsr  will  often  dis- 
guise a  scratched  place.     An  elderly  lady  of  my  acquaintance  keeps  a  cup  of 
chopped  walnuts  just  for  scratches  on  her  furniture,    When  a  scratch  appears, 
she  just  rubs  some  of  this  nut  meal  into  the  spot.     This  good  rid  home 
remedy  usually  w^rks  wonders. 

If  the  scratch  is  deep,  of  course,  you'll  have  to  take  mere  drastic 
measures.     You'll  probably  have  to  stain,  fill  and  polish  the  place.  Make 
a  stain  which,  matches  the  rest  of  the.  finish  and  apply  it  with  a  wooden 
skewer.     When  the  stain  is  dry,  fill  the  scratch  With  shellac  and  let  it 
stand  until  ccmplotoly  dry.     Then  polish  it  with  rrttenstone  and  oil,  wipe 
with  clean  oil  and  polish  with  a  soft  dry  cloth. 

What  to  do  about  a  dent  in  the  wood?     Try  this.     Place  a  moist  white 
blotting  paper  ever  the  dent.     Then  apply  heat  by  placing  a  warm  iron  on  the 
blotter.     The  heat  and  moisture  cause  the  fibre  cf  wood  to  swell  and  the 
dent  fills  up,     Cf  course,   this  treatment  ynly  helps  a  slight  dent.     And  you 
must  do  it  with  care.     Pe  sure  not  to  have  your  iron  too  hot. 

Many  pieces  of  furniture  will  look  better  if  they  receive  a  tubbing 
occasionally,    hoed  furniture,  lacquered  furniture,  furniture  in  a  dull  or 
glossy  finish  —  all  must  be  kept  clean  and  one  of  the  safest  and  best 
methods  is  to  use  plain  soap  and  water.     A  mild  soap  suds  in  lukewarm  water 
and  a  soft  cloth  will  not  harm  the  finish  if  you  rub  the  surface  briskly 
with  a  dry  cloth  afterward,     A  bath  like  this  often  restores  a  lost  sheen. 
The  best  known  method  of  cleaning  leather  furniture  is  a  soap  and  water 
mixture  made  into  a  light  suds.     If  the  lustre  seems  to  disappear,  rub  with 
a  dry  cdoth  and  bring  it  back  by  polishing. 

Net  long  ago  we  discussed  cleaning  the  fabric  on  upholstered  chairs, 
lounges,  and  so  on.     But  while  we're  on  the  subject  of  cleaning  we  might 
mention  that  briefly  again.     You  can  clean  cloth  covering  either  with  a 
cleaning  fluid  like  carbon  tetrachloride  or  with  soap  jelly  made  from  high- 
grade  white  soap.     First  brush  or  beat  out  any  loose  dust  from  the  upholstery. 
Have  ready  plenty  of  clean,  absorbent,  non-lint ing  cloths.     Apply  the  solvent 
with  a  soft  bristled  brush.    Fut  it  cn  a  little  at  a  time  in  straight  lines 
with  even  strokes.     Then  wipe  it  off  quickly  with  the  cloth.     Let  the  fabric 
dry.     One  application  may  he  aneugh,   or  the  treatment  may  have  to  be  repeated 
several  times.     If  you  use  soap  jelly,  put  it  on  cold  with  a  soft  brush. 
3rush  it  in  even  lines  over  only  as  much  space  as  you  can  wipe  off  quickly 
with  a  cloth  or  press  off  with  a  dull  knife.     Work  rapidly  so  that  as  little 
moisture  penetrates  the  upholstery  as  possible.     Remove  the  last  traces  of 
scap  with  clean  cloths  wrung  quite  dry  out  of  warm  water.     Points  to  remember 
are:  rapid  work,  either  soap  jelly  or  a  grease  solvent  applied  with  a  brush 
in  straight  even  strokes;  final  rub  down  with  a  clean  cloth;  several  quick 
applications  instead  cf  using  too  much  cleaning  material  at  a  time, 

.    Tomorrow:  "Gingerbread." 


